WAVERLEY WOODWORKERS INC.

Clubrooms: 2 Windsor Ave., 
Mount Waverley,  Vic  3149
Telephone: 9807 9648
Website: www.waverleywoodworkers.org.au                      
E-mail: phug8047@bigpond.net.au
	     NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2005
                                                                 Volume 12   Issue 11


                                          Office bearers 2005/2006           

President Geoff Allen                9568 4380   Vice President Gavin Betts     9807 4661
Secretary Tony McLachlan       9840 7716  Treasurer    Philip Dunstan      9808 7510
Auditor     Ian Trivett                 9802 5110   Public Officer Laurie Stuart     9807 9793

Committee Members:   Wolfgang Becker     95609278    BruceHartland     9560 5708

                                       Cameron McKerrall  9885 5525   Laurie Stuart       9807 9793
Newsletter:  Peter Hughes   9560 5752
PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
On behalf of the committee I would like to wish all members and families a Happy and Healthy Festive Season. As we run up to Christmas I hope everybody is remembering to relax and enjoy!

With club activities winding up for the break don’t forget our Christmas Party on 10th December and the annual cleanup on 17th December.

We have been having problems with the Vicmarc lathe (maybe it was made on a Monday?) and our Triton router has self destructed, hopefully all will be repaired/replaced by the time you get to read this.

Naturally I can’t write a report without a safety message, so this month a warning about using the grinder. Grinding wheels occasionally explode due to unseen faults in the wheel. This could mean bits of wheel flying around at several thousand kilometres per hour, which is why grinders must be sold with a see through guard on them. Ideally you should also wear eye protection when using a grinder. A full face shield is best (they hang on the wall to the left of the grinder) or at least use the clear polycarbonate goggles we supply.

Geoff Allen
Discounts Available from the following:

The following companies offer discounts to members of the Waverley Woodworkers . Note: Discounts are only available on presentation of your current membership card.

Australian Wood Panels, 40-42 Winterton Rd., Clayton                         9543 5033

Baileys Toolbank. Unit 4 Rowen Crt., Box Hill                                        9897 1911

Blackwoods, 9-19 Lionel Rd., Mount Waverley (ask for Cyril)                9518 2222
Carba-Tec. Mountain Highway, Bayswater                                             9427 8444

Note: New address

Dixon’s Hardware. 304 Stephensons Rd., Mount Waverley                   9888 1813

Flatman’s Timber & Hardware. High Street Road. Syndal                      9802 9211

A. Lewis & Co. 302 Jasper Rd., Ormond                                                9578 6218

Malvern Paint & Timber Finishes. 1933 Malvern Rd., Malvern East       9885 2883

Magnetic Abrasives. 286 Neerim Rd., Carnegie                                     9571 6811

Mathews Timbers. 125 Rooks Rd., Vermont                                          9874 1666

Moorabbin Timber. 230 Wickham Rd., Moorabbin                                 9553 0155

Sachy’s Industries, 43 Browning Drive, Glen Waverley                          9803 2370

Shiver me Timbers, 217 Kororoit Creek Rd. Williamstown                     9397 5993

Woodworking Warehouse. 11 Citrus St. Braeside                                  9587 3999

If you know of any other source for discounts for members, then please give me a ring on 9560 5752 with the details.
Similarly, if you have difficulty obtaining a discount from any of the above, please give me a ring. 

 Peter Hughes
	COPYRIGHT: Except where otherwise stated, other woodworking clubs may use items from our Newsletter. We do ask that such be without alterations, and that the source be acknowledged.


NOVEMBER CLUB NIGHT 

Bob Morrison entertained us by turning some off centred miniatures, a goblet from Holly and a Belah Burl lidded container. Basically he turns the blank round then grips one end with shark jaws with the other end off the axis. Then he keeps repositioning the blank until he considers it eccentric enough. Finally he turns off the stub having sanded each section before repositioning it. Thank you Bob and next time we might rig up a camera and projector so that we won’t all need to bring our binoculars.

Show and Tell

Bob Morrison
-Many off centred pieces

Bruce Hartland
-Merbau planter box

Helene Longton
-Pot of Gold at the end of the rainbow shelf (work in progress)

Harold Pinto
-Lace Sheoak bowl and a Red Gum Bowl with an 
                             ebonised foot

Geoff Allen

-Silky Oak bowl and some miniatures

Geoff Allen
DECEMBER 2005 MONTHLY MEETING
 - ANNUAL PICNIC 
There won’t be one as we celebrate the end of the year at the Annual Picnic at Valley Reserve. So be in it and be there, please ring the club and ask whoever answers the phone to put your name down so the organizers know how many to cater for.

The cost for members is $5, partners are free.

Geoff Allen
JUST TURNING 

Monday 31 October   - 6 members present
Alex Morey brought along a very nice combination Banksia nut and Rosewood.

Peter Kerr is a prospective member who came along to join.

Bob Lorensene showed a small bowl of Spruce finished with Danish Oil. He also did a pen of Boree accompanied by a poem by John O’Brien titled “Around the Boree Log”.

Helene Longton turned Salt & Pepper shakers from Blackheart Sassafras finished with triple EEE and Shellawax.
Helene Longton

Monday 7 November – 8 members present

Peter Stacey brought along a piece of Swamp Kauri from NZ which is reputed to be 30 to 50 thousand years old.
Peter told us a little of his NZ trip and various turned articles he saw. Peter still managed to turn for “Show & Tell” 2 pens of Reindeer antler.

Bob Morrison brought along a Camphor Laurel bowl which will be finished on the base in a demonstration at Peninsula Woodturners.

Bob also finished a Honey Dipper with offset turned handle from Bulloak, and also brought along timber for members to share – Camphor Laurel.

Helene Longton showed two pot pouri containers with lids to be finished.

Also Helene brought along the Black Wattle timber, Peter Stacey bought green for members to turn an item by Christmas. This is part turned as a vase.

Helene Longton
Monday 14 November – 12 members present

Alex Morey brought in a Brazilian Rosewood laminated box with white veneer between the pieces finished with Shellawax. Alex also presented two laminated pens with Tiger Myrtle the main timber.

Ray Austin brought along a bowl of Huon Pine and Sheoak lid. Ray’s purchase of Huon Pine. It turned out that both timbers were very wet and had to be dumped. Both were bought as dry wood at the Woodshow.

Geoff Allen showed a pen set made of ebonized Red Gum which has badly split and needs repair. This was purchased at a museum 10 years ago and the timber was verified as being 5,000 years old.

Wolfgang Becker made a “Ned Kelly” money box for ‘Gold Coin only’  for honesty box for donations for timbers used from the shed. Wolfgang also brought along a ruler of various timbers from his holiday to N. Z.
Bob Lorensene brought along a mortar and pestle finished with two coats of Walnut Oil. Bob also turned Christmas Bells from Banksia Nut and Blackboy, and a pen from Apricot. Bob sought advice about gluing up of timbers for laminated pens.
Jim McQueen has turned a mallet of Red Gum and practiced turning after Bob’s lesson.

Phil Dunstan showed a laminated lazy susan of Merbau, Pine and Blackwood.

Helene Longton brought along a turned lidded container from crate timber.

On Sunday 13th, three members visited Knox & District for a demonstration/barbeque with Renee Veachot showing how to turn matching legs, a Trembler, an item so fine tat it needs a glass dome to cover it and an artistic lidded container as well as off-centre turned salt & pepper shakers.
Helene Longton

Monday 21st November – 8 members present

Geoff Allen brought in Photinia and Liquid Amber timber to share around. Geoff also turned a chess piece – a pawn, finished with triple EEE and Shellawax.

Phil Dunstan brought in a table lamp of Mulga timber, finished with triple EE and Shellawax.

Bob Lorensene showed a glued-up laminated block to make a multi-coloured pen. Alex Morey gave Bob advice on turning the pen blank to get the desired effect. Bob also showed two pens finished, one of Candleleaf Banksia, and the other Purpleheart.
Bob Morrison showed many bowls in various stages of completion, except one of Camphor Laurel and one of Sycamore that were finished. The others were part-turned on different dates and still in the drying stage.

Helene Longton brought in the ‘Create from a Crate’ entry which comprises a turned lidded container (“Pot of Gold”).
Helene Longton
ANTIQUE METALWARE RESTORATION AND REPRODUCTION 
Recently I had need to organize repair of a dining table extension winder. Following contact with three antique dealers, they all recommended:-

Rex Banfield

2 St. Andrews Court,

MOUNT WAVERLEY 3149

Tel: (03) 9544 2705

He operates from his garage workshop over a wide range of metalware.
EDITORIAL 
Well, this is the last Newsletter that I will write for our club. As stated before, I have been doing it for 14 years and badly need a break.
There have been times when I have really enjoyed doing this task for the club, and there have been times where for various reasons (including family priorities) that it has been difficult to get it out by the due date.

I must thank a few who come up now and again with some items for inclusion  (some printable, some not). To them I ‘dips me lid’.
I expect to still be actively involved with club and enjoying the fellowship found there. It is a good club to be a member of.

To the new Editor I offer any help I can give within reason.

Please Note: the closing date for input to the 
February, 2006, newsletter is about 23 January, 2006
But this date may be amended by the new Newsletter Editor.

WEDNESDAY ARVO’S WITH GEORGE PERRY 
George’s last Wednesday for 2005 will be 30th November.

He will recommence on the first Wednesday afternoon in February, 2006,

1st. February, 2006

Any members who wish to do some learning with George, please give him a call on 9570 6381.
THERE’S MORE TO TIMBER THAN A SPLINTER 
Some time ago we heard from an expert about the following factors about wood and I consider it appropriate to repeat them now:

Moisture Content –        10-12% is the accepted industry standard for Furniture 

                                         Quality Timber.

¼ Sawn vs Backsawn – mainly only backsawn is available as the production of 

                                         ¼ sawn reduces the amount of wood obtained form a 

                                         log and thus considerably increases the cost of 

                                         production.

Internal checking –        a situation where cracks occur within the timber during                      

                                         the drying process and is normally not noticeable until  

                                         the timber is cut into boards. It renders the timber 
                                         unusable and can be very costly to the industry. It is a 
                                         particular problem with Australian timbers, but can 
                                         also occur with imported timbers. Timber millers have 
                                         tried extended drying times, but the problem still 
                                         occurs, but to a lesser extent. If you strike this 
                                         problem then take the timber back to the supplier who 
                                         should replace it.

Cubic Metres vs Super Foot – the industry still markets timber using super 
                                        feet as the measure, but commercial quantities are 
                                        sold in cubic metres. 

Rainforest Timbers  -    there is less protest regarding using these timbers 
                                        today and the industry is minimizing their use.
                                        (cont’d next page)

Toxicity of Timbers –    there is documentation of which timbers are toxic, but 
                                        the CSIRO are doing a lot of work to identify which are 
                                        dangerous to the woodworker and the customer. Care 
                                       must be taken when using Black Bean, and particularly 
                                       MDF and Particle Board as the adhesive in their 
                                       construction contains Formaldehyde – a toxic to steer 
                                       well clear of.

And remember that all sawdust is dangerous to your nose, throat and lungs, so always wear a mask when machining any timber.

SHOP TIPS 
THE MANY USES OF MASKING TAPE 
Masking tape has many uses for Woodturners. I use it on pummels (The square part left on chair and table legs to receive the mortise joints). Wrapping tape around the cutting lines stops the corners splitting.

Also used when making natural edge bowls, winding tape around the wavery edge before cutting out the inside. This gives a positive sight line instead of ghosting, and helps prevent catching your fingers. Putting tape around a drill bit or long hole borer serves as an indicator of depth.

When box making, wrap tape around the lid joint to hold the lid on, while the box is held in the chuck. This allows one to clean up the top of the lid on the lathe with light cuts.
If the lid is a loose fit, wrap tape around the rebate before putting the lid on the box for cleaning up.

Masking tape can also be used to fix bowls to jam chucks, as an extra safety precaution.

IN THE PIPE LINE 
The difficulty of keeping dowelling, mouldings and picture framing tidy in the workshop can be overcome by making a simple holder for this type of material.

The holder is made from approx. 460 mm of 75 or 100 mm PVC pipe.

A 4 mm hole is drilled in the pipe about halfway along it’s length, then directly opposite, another hole is drilled of sufficient diameter to allow a screwdriver to pass through. A screw can then be used to screw the holder to a convenient stud or on a side wall in the workshop. (Cont’d next page)
The same approach can be used for shorter lengths of dowel or mouldings, etc. by making a blank  to close of one end of a 250 mm length of the pipe and then screwing the pipe vertically to the wall.

THE HARDEST WOOD 
During my teaching career I was often asked “What is the hardest wood?” My reply usually took the following form – making use of personal experience and what I had read on the matter.

A South American timber known as “Quebracho” was reckoned to  be the hardest, and when one knows the word to mean “Axe Breaker”, one can imagine it to be very hard indeed. The term ironwood is a generic name for several of the very hard woods including Lignum Vitea. Often I would show block of this and demonstrate how it sank in water like a stone.

Strangely enough a knot of the Hemlock, which is classified among the softwood tress of pines, spruces, cedars, etc. is claimed to be one of the hardest of woods, but as knots are not marketable timber, this should be discounted.

However, you have heard of the “jolly swagman who camped by a billabong under the shade of a Coolibah tree”. Well the wood from this tree is authoritatively judged, up to now, as the hardest. It is reckoned to be superior to Lignum Vitea for it’s hardwearing properties for bearings, washers, pulleys, etc. the making of which can only be tackled by the adoption of metal working techniques. It is not possible to use it for ordinary purposes, the specific gravity (S.G.) of Lignum Vitea is 1.2 whilst that of Coolibah is 1.3.

I forgot to mention one of the many varieties of Ebony – East African, the blackest, sometimes known as Mozambique Ebony. It’s S.G. is as high as 1.4, yet it is not so hard as to be unworkable. A few months ago I worked on such an Ebony, whose S.G. measured to be 1.25. Apart from the objectionable black dust, like soot, it was not so difficult to saw and plane. I am unacquainted with Coolibah and would like to try it. Any luck, out there, Just a small sample would do!
The Lignum Vitea I worked on recently, turned very satisfactorily on the lathe, using the proper cutting technique and not the so called “scraping method”.

The oily nature of the wood, assisting the cutting like a cutting-fluid, helps to produce an admirable job.
Author unknown
