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PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
Welcome back to our editor Peter Hughes, seems that he and Pam managed to sneak back into the state before the fuel prices get to $2 a litre. And many thanks to Peter Stacey for the sterling job Peter did in Peter’s absence (now Peter Stacey has found he needed a holiday).

Members are reminded that woodworking almost always involves using tools that are sharp. Blunt tools require you to overcome the cutting forces with brute force. So don’t be a brute, SHARPEN the tool/ blade or get somebody to help you sharpen or change it so that you and the tool work within acceptable limits.

Geoff Allen
OCTOBER MONTHLY MEETING 

 Max Simon from C & S Saws gave us a very interesting talk about band saws, explaining the method of manufacture, how to fold them (ah so simple) and the correct setup for them. Max also gave us back a blade that we had sent for re-sharpening that exhibited an appalling amount of swaging of the back of the blade (i.e. the back of the blade has been forced back against the guide bearing to the point where it has flared out the metal of the blade).
Continued on page 3                  

Discounts Available from the following:

The following companies offer discounts to members of the Waverley Woodworkers . Note: Discounts are only available on presentation of your current membership card.

Australian Wood Panels, 40-42 Winterton Rd., Clayton                         9543 5033

Baileys Toolbank. Unit 4 Rowen Crt., Box Hill                                        9897 1911

Blackwoods, 9-19 Lionel Rd., Mount Waverley (ask for Cyril)                9518 2222
Carba-Tec. Mountain Highway, Bayswater                                             9427 8444

Note: New address

Dixon’s Hardware. 304 Stephensons Rd., Mount Waverley                   9888 1813

Flatman’s Timber & Hardware. High Street Road. Syndal                      9802 9211

A. Lewis & Co. 302 Jasper Rd., Ormond                                                9578 6218

Malvern Paint & Timber Finishes. 1933 Malvern Rd., Malvern East       9885 2883

Magnetic Abrasives. 286 Neerim Rd., Carnegie                                     9571 6811

Mathews Timbers. 125 Rooks Rd., Vermont                                          9874 1666

Moorabbin Timber. 230 Wickham Rd., Moorabbin                                 9553 0155

Sachy’s Industries, 43 Browning Drive, Glen Waverley                          9803 2370

Shiver me Timbers, 217 Kororoit Creek Rd. Williamstown                     9397 5993

Woodworking Warehouse. 11 Citrus St. Braeside                                  9587 3999

If you know of any other source for discounts for members, then please give me a ring on 9560 5752 with the details.
Similarly, if you have difficulty obtaining a discount from any of the above, please give me a ring. 

 Peter Hughes
	COPYRIGHT: Except where otherwise stated, other woodworking clubs may use items from our Newsletter. We do ask that such be without alterations, and that the source be acknowledged.


President’ report cont.

 Usually this means that the guide has been set too close to the blade and or somebody has persisted with cutting with a blunt blade, either way this is an unsafe way to travel. 

If you change a blade release the back guide bearings before putting the new blade on now move the guide bearings to a point where they ALMOST touch the blade. It is only when you are pushing material into the blade that the blade should touch the guide.

Show and Tell

Phil Dunstan 

- Strawberry Tree bowl (Arbutus Unedo) finished with    

                                       Shellawax

Bob Morrison

- Large Camphor Laurel Bowl just roughed out wet turned

         - 2 Scoops turned off centre 
         - 4 miniature goblets

           and an off centre lidded container

Geoff Allen

         - 3 small matching Red Gum boxes Shellacked and waxed

        - Sheoak bowl finished with 11 coats Danish Oil.

Geoff Allen

CLUB NIGHT 9 NOVEMBER at 7:30 pm 

Bob Morrison is going to show us how easy it is to turn miniatures even off centre ones ( easy for Bob that is!) So come along and ooh and aah.
There will also be a “Show& Tell”

Geoff Allen
Please Note: the closing date for input to the 
   December,   2005 Newsletter is 25 November, 2005

JUST TURNING 

Monday 3 October   - 7 members present

Bob Morrison brought along a green part-turned Camphour Laurel Bowl. Some of this timber will be available in 2 to 3 weeks.

Bob also showed slightly longer miniatures than his usual fare. Native Birch, Box, Bull Oak were the timbers used with Friction Piano finish polish. The articles comprised 2 goblets with off-centre turned stems, one with a captive ring and the fourth item was a lidded goblet with a off-centre turned finial on the tiny lid.

Bob also brought pen blanks to share.

Bob will be our demonstrator at the November Club night where, as well as seeing how it is done, members cans many of these miniatures.

Helene Longton

Monday 10 October  - 10 members present

Geoff Allen brought along a piece of Silky Oak turned into a large balloon shaped bowl which had been part turned green twelve months previously. Geoff’s advice is to use timber other than MDF as a stick-on base for a spigot.

Phil Dunstan brought along an item made of plum which was green earlier in the year. His advice is not to turn green timber down too fine. This article was a goblet shape with interesting colouring.

Wolfgang Becker showed an unusual shaped money box which he needed some ideas from members to help with the mechanics of it.

Bob Lorensene brought along two items, one a pill box of Grasstree Xanthorrea and the other a mirror compact of Pau Marfim Brazilian.

Bob also showed a base of Jarrah especially turned to hold a circular sharpening stone.

Ron Jones brought along chisels for sale and other items for members to share.

Helene Longton showed a small turned container with beautiful markings. Advice was sought as to how to make a narrow deep cut to hold pencils in a turned container.

Helene Longton

Monday 17 October, 2005 – 10 members present
Phil Dunstan brought along a small stand for a pen holder, made from Cherry.

Geoff Allen showed the Silky Oak bowl he had rough turned earlier in the year, and re-turned last week. With even more re-defining the bowl is finished with 2 coats of Organ Oil and triple EEE.

Bob Lorensene brought along 2 pens one of Bulloak and one of Virgillia. Bob also had a small bowl of Blackheart Sassafras which he finished with triple EEE and Glo.

Bob Morrison brought along a bowl of Camphour Laurel. This timber was newly cut, only three weeks ago. A second bowl was of Chinese Elm timber cut last April. Bob also turned a lidded container of unusual shape – the neck of the base and lid to the finial being offset.

Ron Jones brought along two candlesticks – almost identical of Red Gum with sharp edges.

Helene Longton showed a pair of laminated earrings and a finger spinning top, also laminated – both bought at Bungendove Gallery  in Canberra. The gallery showed a wonderful selection and choice of timber work in Carving, Turning and Woodwork. There were containers on display by Vic Wood, Stephen Hughes and Richard Raffan to name a few.
Helene also brought along a small Blackwood container for pencils. Finish Shellac, Triple EEE and Shellawax.

Helene Longton
Monday 24 October, 2005
Max Bray brought back his wormy Black Wattle bowl this time without the inhabitant, the bowl was finished with EEE and Shellawax. A cap less pen from Ron Jones looked like it had a lace bobbin as one of its parents because of all the coves and beads.
Bob Lorensene had been having problems with Ebony and Beefwood not adhering to the brass tubes so he made an Ebony/Beefwood American style pen.
Bob Morrison showed us a nearly finished Sycamore bowl, 2 Silver Birch bowls, 3 Chinese Elm bowls, a something interesting bowl and a Belah Burl bowl ( we may refer to him as Colonel Pewter if he brings anything else in the bag).
We welcomed Jim McQueen as a new member who joined up at the meeting and will be extending his skills very soon in Bob Morrison’s classes.
Helene Longton asked for help making a pot of gold. Hopefully after Helene is successful she will let us all know!
Geoff Allen brought along some freshly cut Blackwood for members to play with after we cut it up.
Geoff Allen
WORD POWER 
“ABSENCE” – 

Two friends, fishing on a Sunday morning, were feeling rather guilty, “I suppose,” said one, “we should have stayed home and gone to church.” 

“I couldn’t have gone to church anyway,” said the other, “My wife’s sick in bed”
EDITORIAL 
I must thank Peter Stacey for the fantastic job he did in producing the monthly newsletter whilst I was away up north. He has come up with a standard that will be hard to follow and I am sure it makes for a more readable newsletter.

However, I shall not be attempting to follow that standard as this is the penultimate newsletter that I will be producing. I have been doing the job for 14 years now and think it is time for someone else to take over. I need the break and Peter has shown that new blood can do a better job of it. However, Peter has said he is not available to take it over on a full time basis.
So, our President is looking for a volunteer to take on the job from February 2006 and onwards. If you have the gift of the gab and would like to try it out then please give Geoff a ring (9568 4380).

Now if I may take a little of your time I would like to tell you about the “Journey” my wife and I undertook from June to September.

We took off with our car and caravan in June and headed up inland via the Kidman Highway and the Matilda Way through towns like Jerilderie, Hillston Cobar, Bourke. (They say you haven’t seen the outback until you have seen Bourke.) Continued on to  Cunamulla, Charlieville, Blackall, (the home of Jack Howe the “Gun Shearer”), Barcaldine, the town where the “Tree of Knowledge” stands. (It was under this tree that the shearers met during the great strike of 1891 and this played a  part in the formation of the Australian Labor Party.  It was also known at one time as the “Hallelujah Tree” because the Salvation Army did hold meetings under it.) The tree is now at least 150 years old and is kept in good condition by the local shire. 
Continuing on we got to Longreach (the Australian Stockman’s Hall of Fame is all that it is said to be. You cannot see all of it in one day. It is a must see.) Then on to Winton where there is the Matilda Museum and other memorials of Banjo Patterson and arguments abound as to whether he wrote that song whilst staying at the Dagworth Station just out of Winton or several other towns that all lay claim to it. 
There are even arguments as to where he first sang it. At Winton they have the “Great Northern Hotel” that strongly maintains that it was first sung at that hotel. If you want to argue about it, they will be in it, but if you maintain otherwise you will go thirsty. Who knows the truth, it is part of our history and should be left there.
The wife and I were looking for a café or such to have a cup of coffee. Not finding any such shop, we then went to and old, old pub down the road. There were a few oldies leaning on the bar, some of them looked as if they had been there for a long time. So Peter fronts up to the bar and asked if they had “Cappuccino”. Well the barmaid took a few steps backwards and I was now the centre of attention. All the locals looked at me as though I was some immigrant from NZ. I did not know whether to make a strategic retreat before I was given a lesson on what pubs serve. But the barmaid came to my rescue and said that ‘yes’, she could do that, and when it came it was a very nice cappuccino indeed.
Sitting up to the bar we had our coffee whilst having a look around the bar, yet could not catch the eye of any of the locals, strange that!

The next day we went on to Cloncurry and over to Mt Isa, then up to Normanton. During this part of the trip we had to stop and refuel at the “Burke & Wills Roadhouse”. No connection at all with Burke & Wills, they just use the names. Petrol was dear here $1.28 litre (at that time we were paying $1.10 to $1.15 elsewhere), but there is no other petrol available within 200kms. They say Ned Kelly was a thief, however, you could not say anything if you wanted to get out of there. One tourist started going off about and was threatened that the tanks were about empty and the Roadhouse might have to save it for emergencies. He got the picture quickly.

It was while we were at Normanton that the terrorists set off their bombs in London.
Then we went on to Karumba Point on the Gulf of Carpentaria. A great fishing spot for Barramundi (but someone forgot to tell the fish.) There were many unhappy anglers up there but many said they would wait for the fish to come back again. Rumour had it that the water in the Gulf was too cool and that the Barra and the Crocodiles had gone up the Norman River to hibernate.

I can verify that there was very few Barra around, but decided to take others words about the Croc’s. In fact we did see a few around the river mouth.

A lovely place to fish if that is your wish, beautiful sunsets over the Gulf and most of the town take their stubbies and chairs down to the beach each evening to watch the sunset.

Back to Normanton to take the Gulf Development Road over to the coast via Croydon, Georgetown, Mount Surprise, Undarra (stopped for two days to see to the Undarra Lava Tubes formed by a dormant volcano), Mount Garnet, and on to Atherton on the tablelands – one word lush and green, beautiful!

After the harsh and very dry outback it was a relief to see some green trees and

plains. Down to Cairns and Port Douglas and a trip up through the Daintree, Cape Tribulation, the infamous Bloomfield Track and on to Cooktown. Along the Bloomfield Track we stopped for lunch at this pub in the middle of the bush. Called the “Lions Den Hotel” it was something to see. I reckon they must have filmed some of the pub scenes from “Crocodile Dundee” there.
We then took our time coming down the coast back to Melbourne stopping at many interesting places, including a trip out to the Reef.

Overall It was a very enjoyable trip, but we are left with the memories of just how the outback is suffering from the drought. One woman at Cobar said that they had not had any real rain for four years. At Winton one bloke who said that he came from “out there” with a wave of his hand westwards, said that he had not seen rain for seven years.
Ninety nine days and 9700kms, but it is a trip we would highly recommend. You will see some interesting places, meet some interesting people, and hear some interesting stories.
THE POSITIVE SIDE OF LIFE 
Living on earth is expensive, but it does include a free trip

around the Sun every year.

How long a minute is, depends on what side of the bathroom door you’re on.
Birthdays are good for you; the more you have the longer you live.

Happiness comes through doors you didn’t even know you had left open.

Ever notice that the people who are late are of often much jollier than the people who have to wait for them?

Most of us go to our grave with our music still inside of us.

If Big W is lowering prices every day, how come nothing is free yet?

You may be the only person in the world, but you may also be the world to one person.

Some mistakes are too much fun to only make once.

Don’t cry because it’s over; smile because it happened.

We could learn from crayons: some are sharp, some are pretty, some are dull, some have weird names, and all are different colours … but they all exist very nicely in the same box.

A truly happy person is one who can enjoy the scenery in a detour,

Have an awesome day, and know that someone who thinks you’re great,
Has thought about you today!...
WHO SAID THAT? 
“You live in a deranged age - more deranged than usual, because despite great scientific and technical advances, man has not the faintest idea of who he is or what he is doing”
                                                                                                       Walker Percy
WOODWORKING TIPS FROM “WOODSMITH” 
Copyright of August Home Publishing Co. Publishers of the “Woodsmith”, “Shopnotes” and Workbench” magazines. All worth the read. Used by Waverley Woodworkers Inc. by permission)

A File For Tight Corners
When Smoothing curved profiles, I like to use a fine-cutting file to get into the inside corners The my sanding drum can’t reach. But the thick square edges of the file can get in the way and sometimes even damage the work piece. So rather abandon this method, I simply modified the tool to fit the job.
As you can see in the drawings below, I ground a bevel on both edges of the file to give me more clearance in tight corners. You can make this modification with just a few minutes work at the bench grinder. But you want to be careful to not let the file get so hot that it loses it’s temper. Keep a container of water close by to quench it and this won’t be a problem.
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Good woodworking,
Ted Raife

Online Editor, Woodsmith

If not delivered please return to:

Waverley Woodworkers Inc.

2 Windsor Ave. Mount Waverley,

VIC 3150
